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TEXT
TAGS: PGOV, PREL, AU
SUBJECT: APRIL 28 GOA STATEMENT ON U.S. WATCHLIST DECISION

REF: HABIB/FEENEY TELCON

1. THE FOLLOWING IS AN INFORMAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF AN
OFFICIAL STATEMENT MADE BY AUSTRIAN CHANCELLOR VRANITZKY
AFTER A CABINET MEETING ON THE MORNING OF APRIL 28.

2. BEGIN TEXT.
A. THE GOA IS DISMAYED BY THE DECISION OF THE U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO PUT PRESIDENT KURT WAIDHEIM ON
THE SO-CALLED WATCH-LIST AND TO EXCLUDE HIM THEREBY FROM
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ENTRY INTO THE UNITED STATES AS A PRIVATE PERSON. THE
PROCEDURE WHICH WAS APPLIED IS TO THE AUSTRIAN PUBLIC AND
THE GOA INCOMPREHENSIBLE AND CONSEQUENTLY UNINTELLIGIBLE.
THE ALLEGATIONS AGAINST DR. KURT WALDHEIM ARE UNPROVED
AND ARE ACCORDINGLY REJECTED.

B. IN VIEW OF THE TRADITIONALLY EXCELLENT AND FRIENDLY
RELATIONS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND
AUSTRIA, THE GOA REGRETS THIS MEASURE BY THE AMERICAN
AUTHORITIES.

C. IT SEEMS ALL THE MORE IMPORTANT TO THE THE GOA TO
DETERMINE FURTHER ACTION AFTER CAREFUL AND SOBER
DELIBERATION. THE RECALL OF THE AUSTRIAN AMBASSADOR TO
THE UNITED STATES FOR CONSULTATION HAS ALREADY BEEN
ORDERED, AND THE REQUEST THAT THE BASIS FOR THE DECISION
OF THE U.S. JUSTICE DEPARTMENT BE MADE AVAILABLE IS
LIKEWISE BEING MADE.

D. THE GOA STATES THAT IT WILL TAKE ALL STEPS THAT SEEM
TO IT NECESSARY IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE ELECTED
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE REPUBLIC, THE HEAD OF STATE,
AGAINST UNJUSTIFIED ACCUSATIONS. THE GOA SEES ITSELF
OBLIGATED IN THIS REGARD BECAUSE OF ITS (MEMBERS') SHARED
RESPONSIBILITY. END TEXT. , LAUDER
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